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HINTS  TO  VOUNG  WOMEN 
To  trace  Ihc  inward  Mind  by  ouUvard  Signs. 

IF  the  man  you  contemplate  have  thick  red  lips,  he 
will  be  simple,  good-natured,  and  easily  managed. 

If  he  speak  and  look  with  his  nfiouth  extended,  it  is 
a  certain  mark  of  stupidity. 

If  he  sp€ak  quick  but  distinct,  and  walk  firm  and 
meet,  he  win  be  ambitious,  active,  and  probably  a  good 
husband. 

If  he  blush,  it  is  a  favourable  sign  ;  but  a  speaking 
bluntly  and  positively  betokens  much  of  head-strong 
self-will. 

If  he  lose  at  cards  snappishly,  he  is  impatient ;  and  to 
cheat  at  play  for  gain  shows  a  mind  unworthy  of  trust. 

If  he  boast  of  a  lady's  favours,  he  is  to  be  avoided. 

If  he  look  pale  in  a  passion,  with  pale  lips,  he  cannot 
have  either  true  love  or  real  courage  to  defend  you. 

If  he  have  a  manly  dark  beard,  or  a  handsome  nose, 
he  will  be  furnished  with  good  qualities  and  abilities 
to  plea.se. 

If  he  be  of  .-i  yellow  complexion^  it  implies  m(;rosenes> 
and  jealousy  ;  if  he  have  a  pug-nose,  snappishness  and 
¥U!  parity. 

If  he  be  beetle-browed,  it  shows  duplicity  <^nd 
fickleness. 

If  he  luive  dimples  on  the  clieek  or  chin,  he  will  be 
the  father  of  a  liaiidsome  race,  and  geiierous. 

lied  hair  shows  great  amorousness;  ahurn,  love  aixl 
2Jeal ;  a  iT-ellow  brown,  iidelity ;  black, love  and  jea"lou.-y. 

The  open  bold  forehead  is  amiable;  blue  ancl  black 
eyes  are'more  amoroiis  than  grey  or  hazel ;  the  (Ireciaa 
nose  implies  manliness ;  the  broad  bottle-riuse,  late 
hours  and  drink. 

The  n^oiUh  at  the  corners  declining,  ma^'ks  sentnnent 
aii  1  fx^ooui;  up\'ards,  the  reverse.  The  round  face 
po,;;3e       i>i(;re  [nL  rity,  inconsideration,  and  indiiiier- 

The  Welchrnan  is  fionest  and  passionate;  tlie  Scoi 
0arefril   and   persevering ;   the    Irishman,  irascible^ 
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amorous,  and  fiattering;  the  Englishman^  domestic*^ 
fond,  and  feasting. 

If  he  be  what  is  termed  a  nice  man,  he  will  nothav% 
dirty  nails,  dirty  shoes,  a  cravat  soiled,  and  hair  Kk% 
I  brushwood:  his  stockings  will  be  tight,  his  appar%| 
dusted,  and  his  gait  not  as  if  his  limbs  were  at  varianc<^ 
with  his  body. 

If  he  be  well-disposed,  he  will  not  scoff  at  religion, 
bnt  honour  God  in  some  kind  of  public  worship ;  if  he 
be  a  bigot  or  a  fanatic,  he  will  be  a  tool  or  a  terror. 

If  he  truly  love  the  woman  he  addresses,  he  will  keep^^ 
himself  chaste  and  uni^otted  from  the  world. 


THE  ADVICE  OF  EXPERIENCE, 

To  the  Young  of  both  Se:irs, 

TO  you,  ray  young  Lords  of  the  Creation,  ray  ndvic^ 
is,  not  to  marry  too  unadvisedly,  for  on  your  present 
choice  depends  your  future  happiness.    If  the  lady  you 
intend  to  pay  your  addresses  to  destroy  nor  time  m 
dress,  frivolous  entertainment,  public  spectacles, 
unprofitable  reading  ;  if  she  be  enamoured  of  her  owsife 
'  tierson,  coquettish,  and  love  flattery  ;   if  she  laugh 
nch,  and  talk  loud  ;  if  she  prefer  the  street  to  heir 
tiler's  house,  and  h.er  eyes  glance  eagerly  at  those 
men  ; — be  not  captivated  by  her  beauty,  but  turn  away  j 
divest  yourself  of  passion,  and  contemplate  the  niiseky 
which  will  ensue  where  beauty,  that  perishable  flower^ 
^  is  the  only  fo'indation  on  which  your  happines:?  is  built., 
On  the  contrary,  if  you  meet  with  a  girl  of  sensibility, 
soft  in  her  mnnners,  unaffected,  and  agreeable  to  youc 
fancy, 'consider  her  as  a  treasure,  and  take  her  home„ 
'  for  she  is  worthy  to  be  your  friend,  your  couipanioD;^ 
(I  your  partner  for  life, 

ilememl'or  always,  that  she  will  bo  endeared  to  you 
kindness.    She  is  tlie  niisti  ess  of  your  houses  there- 
respect  her,  and  your  friends  and  servants  shrtU  df^ 
liic  sjiUH*.    Lciiifi,  the  partner  of  your  disquietudes,  Ic 
lier  also  be  the  companion  of  your  pleasm'es.    Have.  nt. 
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aecrets  apart  from  her,  and  she  will  confide  in  yc 
Be  faithful  to  her  bed,  for  she  is  the  mother  of  y& 
children. 

Be  wise,  my  son,  and  despise  not  this  counsel.    Yoi ; 
wife  shall    then  be  your  companion  in  joy,  yci 
physician  in  sickness,  your  comforter  in  adversit  , 
Thus  shall  your  own  happiness  be  increased  with  xi  ■ 
augmentation  of  hers.  1*1 

TO  THE  FAIR  SEX. 

In  choosing  a  husband,  the  discreet  young  VVonia  s 
attentively  look  to  the  conversation  of  men,  to  I* 
manner  in  which  they  spend  their  time^,  and  with  whoi 
how  they  employ  the  money  they  get;  if  they  are 
low,  or  aspiring  notions ;  if  they  love  the  company 
the  lewd  raid  profane ;  if  they  are  self- sufficient,  f\n)pis 
and  vain  ;  if  they  speak  with  indifference  of  being 
debt,  of  extravagance,  or  of  libertinism  ;  if  they  ar 
attentive  to  virtuous  women,  feel  for  injuries  done 
the  sex,  and  are  ready  to  defend  them.    If  they  ar 
brutish  in  manners,  and  ignorant  in  essential  requisites 

 These  are  indispensable  things  to  be  wei(;hed  in  a 

contract  that  may  last  for  time  and  eternity,  and  tbere-i 
fore  on  no  account  let  passion  seduce  you  to  overlook 
them. 

In  your  conduct  as  a  wife,  be  not  above  the  duties 
of  that  important  station.  Be  scrupulous  to  avoid 
every  advance  towards  impropriety  and  unchastityj 
Your  fair  lame  is  a  jewel  of  inestimable  value,  ennobling! 
the  most  humble,  and  the  mother  of  female  virtues. 
Be  courteous,  and  mild  of  speech,  not  disputing  about 
trifles,  nor  obstinate  in  having  your  own  way.  Over- 
look your  husband's  failings,  and  reprove  them  by 
setting  him  a  better  example.  Prefer  neatness  to 
tsivdriness,  and  adopt  frugality  without  meanness. 
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LETTER  T 
An  assurnnce  of  Love, 

THERE  is  now  no  minute  of  niy:  life  that  (Ia{\v  n^;^ 
afford  me  some  new  arginnent  how  much  1  love  voa. 
The  little  joy  I  take  in  every  thing  you  are  not  coneeri  i^xl 
in;  the  pleasing  perplexity  of  endless  thought  which  I 
fall  into  vv'lierever  you  are  brought  to  my  remembrance 
and,  lastly,  tlie  continual  disquiet  I  am  in  during  your 
absence,  convince  me  sufficient-y,  that  I  do  you  justice 
\n  l(;vi!'a'  v.iu  as  a  vroman  was  never  loved  Lci'v>iv.,  , 

I  am,  yours, 

LETTER  IL 

Fj  i.ni  (I  G  Villi  man  (a  a  jMdy,  accusing  her  of  incoftstamii^. 
Madam, 

you  will  not,  I  presume,  be  surprised  at  a  letter  itn 
the  place  of  a  visit  from  one  wh.o  cannot  but  have 
Te  i.son  to-  believe  it  may  easily  be  as  welcome  as  \n% 
coni])any. 

\'ou  should  not  suj)pose,  if  lovers  have  lost  their 
J^t,  that  their  senses  are  all  banishe{l  ;  and  if  I 
refuse  U)  believe  my  eyes  when  they  shew  me  your 
inconstancy,  you  must  not  wonder  that  1  cannot  sto|> 
my  ears  against  the  accounts  of  it.  Pray  let  us  under- 
stand (;ne  another  properly  ;  for  I  'c\\w  afraid  we  are 
<leceiving  ourselves  all  this  while.  Am  I  a  person 
whom  you  esteem,  whose  fortune  you  do  not  despise, 
and  whose  pretensions  you  encourage;  or  am  I  a 
troublesome  coxcomb,  who  fancy  myseK  particularly 
received  by  a  woman  who  only  laughs  at  me?  If  1 
ani  the  latter,  you  treat  me  as  1  deserve;  and  I  ought 
to  join  with  you  in  saying  I  deserve  it.  But  if  it  be 
otherwise,  and  you  receive  me,  as  f  think  you  do,  as  a 
person  you  intend  to  marry,  for  it  is  best  to  be  plaia 
on  tliese  <'{-ca«ion<i,  for  Hearen's  sake,  what  is  thm 
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irieaning  of  that  universal  c  .  i    public,  wherd 

every  ^'ool  flatters  you,  and  \ a?  e  pleas'^d  ^,^ith  the 
meanest  of  them  ?    And  whai  v      he  the  meaning  that| 

1  am  told^ — you  were  last  night,  in  particular,  an  hour 
with  Mr.  Marlow,  and  are  so  wherever  you  meet  hiraJ 
if  I  am  not  in  company  ?    Both  of  us,  Madam,  you 
cannot  think  of ;  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  imagine,] 
that  when  I  had  given  you  my  heart  so  entirely,  I| 
shared  yours  with  any  body. 

I  have  said  a  great  deal  too  much  to  you,  and  yet  I  ] 
am  tempted  to  say  more ;  but  I  shall  be  silent.    I  beg  i 
you  will  answer  this ;  and  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  ! 
expect  that  you  do  it  generously  and  fairly.    Do  not 
mistake  what  is  the  effect  of  the  distraction  of  my 
heart,  for  want  of  respect  to  you.    While  I  write  this, 
1  doat  upon  you,  but  I  cannot  bear  to  be  deceived 
where  all  my  happiness  is  centred. 

Your  most  unhappy  L.  C. 

LETTER  II L 
From  a  Lady  to  a  Lover  ?vho  suspects  her  of  receiving 
ike  addresses  of  another. — hi  answer  to  the  cilter. 


DID  i  not  make  all  the  allowances  you  desire  in  the 
end  of  your-  letter,  I  should  not  answer  you  at  all. 
Bt^t  althougf )  I  am  really  unhappy  to  find  you  are  so, 
aKid  the  ma:  ?  to  find  myself  to  be  the  occasion,  I  can 
ag^'-dly  imp^^  the  unkindness  and  incivility  of  your 
letter  to  th^  single  cause  you  would  have  me.  How- 
ever, as  I  would  not  be  suspected  c  f  any  thing  that 
should  justify  such  treatment  from  you,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  inform  you,  that  what  you  have  heard 
has  no  more  foundation  than  what  you  have  seen  : 
however,  I  wonder  that  others'  eyes  should  not  be  as 
easily  alarmed  as  yours;  for,  instead  of  being  blind, 
believe  me,  Sir,  you  see  more  than  there  is.  i^erhaps, 
hov.  ever,  their  sight  may  be  as  much  sharpened  by 
unprovoked  malice,  as  yours  by  undeserved  suspicion. 

NVhatever  may  be  the  end  oi  this  dispute,  for  I  do 
not  think  so  lightly  of  lovers'  quarrels  as  many  do,  I 
think  it  proper  to  infornv^ 
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ourably  of  any  one  but  yourself  :  and,  I  shall  addf^ 
it  if  the  faults  of  your  temper^  which  I  once  little 
pectecl,  should  make  me  fear  you  too  much  to  marry^ 
u  will  not  see  me  in  that  state  with  any  other,  nor 
irterl  by  ;iny  man  in  the  world. 

did  not  know  that  the  gaiety  of  my  temper  gav^ 
m  uneasiness:  and  you  ought  to  have  told  me  of  i% 
itU  less  severity.    If  I  am  particular  in  it,  I  am  afraitt 
s  H  fault  in  my  natural  disposition ;  but  i  would 
ave  taken  some  pains  to  get  the  better  of  that,  if  J 
ad  known  it  was  disagreeable  to  you.     I  ougfht 
esent  this  treatment  more  than  I  do  ;  but  do  not  insula 
weakness  on  that  head ;  for  a  fault  of  that  ktu^ 
vould  want  the  excuse  this  has  for  my  pardon  ;  and! 
iSight  not  be  easily  overlooked,  though  I  should  v^'h\ 
\o  it.    I  should  say  I  would  not  see  you  to-day^, 
you  liave  an  advocate  that  pleads  for  you  muel^ 
better  than  you  do  for  yourself.    1  desire  you  will  firs^ 
look  carefully  over  this  letter,  for  my  whole  heart  is 
im\  then  come  to  mi>.  Yours,  &c.  T.  B. 

LETTER  IV. 
From  a  Lover  who  had  cause  of  displeasure,  and  deier^^ 
mines  never  to  see  the  Lady  again. 

NIadam, 

I  FT  AVE  known  th«  time  when  if  any  one  should  bav% 
^old  me  that  I  should  ever  have  written  to  you  such  9k 
letter  as  I  am  now  writing,  I  would  as  soon  have  bt* 
licved  that  the  earth  would  have  burst  asunder,  or  tha% 
I  sliould  see  stars  falling  to  the  ground,  or  trees  andi 
nionntains  rising  to  the  heavens.  But  there  is  nothiik^ 
too  strange  to  happen.  One  thing  would  have  hap*^ 
pcned  yet  more  impossible  than  my  writing  it,  whict^ 
is,  that  you  should  have  given  me  cause  to  have  writte^t 
it;  and  yet  this  has  happened. 

"'he  purpose  of  this  is  to  tell  you,  Madam,  that  t 
ahall  never  wait  on  you  again.  You  will  truly  kno^ 
what  I  make  myself  suffer  when  I  impose  thiscommandf 
•f  on  my  own  heart.  But  I  would  not  tell  you  of  it,  i^. 
It  were  not  too  much  determined  for  me  to  have  % 
of  changing  my  resolution. 
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It  gives  me  some  pleasure^  that  you  wiH  feel  • 
uneasiness  from  this;  though  I  sliould  also  haye  .blli« P^'^'^ 
very  averse  some  time  ago  to  have  imagined  that.;  mi^^' 
you  know  where  to  employ  that  attention,  of  whic»'^^' 
am  not  worthy  the  whole,  and  with  a  part  1  shall  ilf?^^^'''^ 
be  contented.  I  was  witness,  Madam,  yesterday,  W 
yoiir  behaviour  to  Mr.  Henly.  I  had  often  been  tc|it(^^^'] 
of  this,  but  often  refused  to  listen  to  it.  I  suppos| 
your  heart  no  more  capable  of  deceit  than  my  ow 
but  I  cannot  disbelieve  what  I  have  been  told  on  sup^^^^ 
authority,  when  my  own  eyes  confirm  it.  Madam, 
take  my  leave  of  you,  and  beg  you  will  forget  the 
ever  was  such  a  man  a« 

Your  humble  servant.  A.  T.  jiU 

LETTER  v.  -  ^Il^'c 


From  an  Aimt  to  her  Nephew,  fvhp  had  co?:iplairied  of  hmk 
ill  success  in  his  addresses.  |i :t 

Dear  Nephew,  ,  ■   ,  : . 

I  RECEIVED  your  melancholy  ta'e.  -r?  regai'  I  to  you 
ill  success  in  your  late  love-adventure  witli  Mrs.  Frostlsit: 
No  marble  monument  was  ever  half  so  cold,  or  vesta 
virgin  half  so  coy  1  She  turns  a  deaf  ear^  it  seems,  td 
your  most  ardent  vows!  And  what  (>f  all  that?  Byl 
your  own  account  it  appears  .she  has  peremptorily  for- 
bid your  visits.  Really,  nephew,  I  thoaght  a  youngi 
gentleman  of  your  good  sense  and  penetration  should 
be  better  versed  in  the  arts  of  love/  than  to  be  cast 
down  all  at  once,  and  quit  the  field  upon  the  first 
repulse.  You  should  consider,  that  she  is  not  only  a 
beauty,  but  a  very  accomplished  lady.  You  must  surely 
be  very  vain,  to  imagine  that  one  of  her  education, 
gCiod  sense,  and  real  merit,  should  fall  an  easy  victim 
iElo  your  arms.  Her. affection  must  be  gradually 
engaged  :  she  looks  upon  matrimony  as  a  very  serious 
aftiir,  and  will  never  give  way,  I  am  fully  persuaded, 
to  the  violence  of  an  ill-grounded  passion.  For  shame, 
nephew  I  shake  off  that  unbecoming  bashfulness,  and 
show  yourself  a  man.  Lovers,  like  soldiers,  should 
endure  fatigues.  Be  advised;  renew  the  attack  with 
double  vigour,  for  she  is  a  lady  worth  your  conquest 
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Ij ,  lie  revolution  oFaday  (as  the  ingenious  Mr.  Roweha^ 
'  ^'^^'1  may  bring  such  turns  as  Heaven  itself  could  scares 
J^^i^lve  promised.  Cheer  up,  dear  nephew,  under  th^t 
i  fought.  When  I  hear  from  you  again,  a  few  weeks 
I'M'ttce,  I  am  not  without  hopes,  if  you  will  but  ibllov/ 
Wiy  advice,  of  your  carrying  the  siege,  and  makiiig  her 
%',«mply  with  your  own  terms  of  accommodation.  In 
'Mil e  mean  time,  depend  upon  it,  no  stone  shall  be  left 
P?o4nturned  on  my  part  th;it  may  any  way  contribute 
^*fi)wards  your  good  success  ;  as  I  canyjot.  witlio'Jt  iu- 
'mistice  (o  the  lady,  but  approve  your  choice, 
iij  I  aril  your  affectionate  Aunt,  M.  L. 

j  LETTER  VE 

'  ll  Letter  of  Gal/anfn/  fro??/  n  Yonng  Gendeman  to  his 

J  Perjured  Mistress. 

JlF  you  consider,  madam,  what  ill  treatment  I  have  had 

^Jfrom  your  hands,  you  are  in  the  right  of  it  to  believe 
li'.nt  I  hate  you  most  mortally  ;  but  then  if  you  reflect 

Ivhat  an  absolute  empire  your  beauty  has  gained  over 

ijniy  soul,  you  cannot  but  be  sensible,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  harbour  the  least  injurious  thought  of 
you.  Vo  convince  you  how  far  I  interest  myself  in 
every  thing  that  concerns  you,  1  swear  to  you  by  that 
adorable  face,  wliich  hath  made  so  perfect  a  conquest 

'  of  me,  that  next  to  the  grief  of  losing  you,  I  am  con- 
cerned to  think  what  y)nnishment  Heaven  has  in  store 
for  you,  for  affronting  it  by  so  open,  so  barefaced  a 
perjury. 

Love  has  so  effectually  stifled  all  resentments  witiiia 
me,  that  I  dare  not  entertain  the  least  disadvantageous 
\^'ishes  against  you.  But  though  I  am  ready  to  forgive 
you,  I  am  afraid  lest  the  powers  above  should  call  you 
to  an  account  for  violating  their  m^ijesty  by  a  crim.e  so 
provokiijg.  If  the  thing  wholly  depended  on  me,  you 
might  safely  stare  lieaven  in  tlie  face,  after  you  have 
so  often  called  d(nvn  its  vengeance  on  your  head ;  but 
my  fear  is  (and  my  concern  for  you  obliges  me  to  tell 
you  so  nmch)  t.hat  the  <j;o:]s  will  i  ot  be  so  ready  to 
pardon  you,  as  I  have  been  ;  anil  any  misfortune  of 
yours  would  afflict  me  more,  than  to  tind  myself  ncg- 
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le^ietl  and  forprotten  by  yoii ;  I  impute  my  miseries  to 
llestiny,  not  to  you,  and  I  will  nev^er  cease  to  pray, 
that  Justice  itself  may  be  blind,  that  so  you  may  escape 
live  punishment  you  deserve,  rather  than  those  bright 
%yes  should  suffer  any  thing,  though  they  have  caus©il 
mn*  ruin.  Nay,  if  it  should  be  your  chance  to  trespass 
*^i^ce  more,  and  offend  heaven  again,  I  hope  it  will  have 
la  ckse  regard  to  the  weakness  of  your  youth.  Farewell, 

LETTER  VII. 
Fr^m  a  Gentleman  to  a  young  hady  of  superior'  Fortiuie, 
Madam, 

KO  longer  can  I  do  so  great  a  violence  to  tny  inclina- 
tfens,  or  injustice  to  your  charms  and  merit,  as  to  retain 
m  iihin  my  own  breast  those  sentiments  of  estetm  and 
affection  with  whicli  you  have  inspired  me. 

I  should  liave  hazarded  this  discovery  much  sooner, 
hnl  was  restrained  by  a  dread  of  meeting  censure  for 
fiiy  presumption  in  aspiring  to  the  possession  of  a  lady, 
whom  beauty,  wit,  and  fortune,  have  conspired  to  raise 

high  above  my  reasonable  expectations. 

You  have  judgment  enough  both  of  your  own  good 
Qualities,  and  the  characters  of  those  with  whom  you 
inverse,  to  make  a  proper  estimate  of  my  sincerity  on 
tills  occasion,  I  am  above  deceit,  and  have  not  th^ro- 
fore,  at  any  period  of  our  acquaintance,  pretended  to 
be  a  man  of  greater  property  than  I  am  ;  which  conduct 
1  hope,  will  tend  to  convince  you  of  my  general  si nce- 
tity  :  believe  nie,  my  dearest  P — ,  were  our  circum- 
stances reversed,  I  should  hardly  take  to  myself  the 
credit  ef  doing  a  generous  action  in  overlooking  the 
f  niisideration  of  wealth,  and  making  you  an  unreserved 
vender  of  my  hand  and  fortune.  I  shall  await  vour 
answer  in  a  stale  of  most  miserable  impatience,  aiu! 
tlierefore  rely  on  your  humanity  not  to  keep  me  Icui: 
iu  suspense.    I  am,  Madam,  vour  most  humble  servant 

P.  M 

LEl^TER  VIII. 

c^^jj  77ie  A?fstve}\ 

t3!V!Nf^»  von  credit,  m  I  do,  for  an  elevation  of  mind 
Capable  iA'  thi^  itn'-.i  ^ener^^us  sentiiiienls,  1  cannot  be- 
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licve  you  guilty  of  the  meanness  of  speciilatiiuj^  on  th« 
heart  of  a  lady,  with  a  view  to  her  property  ;  knowing 
your  accomplisheil  manners  and  cultivattd  understand- 
ing, I  feel  the  greatest  obligation  to  you  for  the  polity 
and  affectionate  declaration  contained  in  your  letter. 
In  an  affair  of  such  importance,  however,  I  must  refer 
myself  entirely  to  the  direction  of  my  father;  at  the 
same  time,  I  must  caution  you  against  feeling  hint  ai 
minute  inquiries  and  resolute  objections^  which  perha])5 
may  belnade:  young  people  think  too  little  of  wealth, 
old  ones,  perhaps,  too  much ;  but  1  know  my  father's 
prudence  and  kindness  so  well,  as  to  pledge  myself  to 
abide  by  his  final  decision,  whatever  pain  it  may  co>; 
me.  Yet  J  advise  you  not  to  despair  of  success,  as  you 
will  find  a  warm  and  zealous  advocate  in 

Your  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

N.  Platt. 

LETTER  IX. 

From  a  Lodt/j  declining  the  addresses  of  a  Goitleinan. 
Sir, 

IJOW  really  sorry  am  I  that  any  part  of  my  conduct, 
which  was  only  meant  to  convey  general  politeness 
and  re.-pect  to  the  friends  of  my  father,  should  have 
ween  so  misconstrued  as  to  have  afforded  ground  f  n ' 
the  liopes  expressed  in  your's,  which  I  have  just  re 
ceived.  I  have,  therefore,  to  thank  you  for  the  polite- 
ness of  your  letter;  and  to  inform  you  that  1  feel  n- 
sentiment  in  my  mind  which  should  induce  you  to 
persevere  in  a  suit  that  can  only  end  in  disappointmeni 
and  rejection.  Wishing  you  more  success  in  another 
quanor, 

f  remain,  Sir,  your  most  liumble  servant. 

il.  Jom:<, 

LETTER  X. 
F  mm  a  I  Fit  io  his  Mispress, 

M  Ai>A  M, 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  assuring  you,  that  you  mu>: 
either  pull  out  your  eyes,  or  I  uuist  pull  out  mine — 
thfit's  a  fact.  You  must  either  not  be  so  handsome .  or 
I  must  be  blind,  that's  another.  Though  my  passioj; 
be  as  violent  as  anv  io\  cr*s  need  !)e,  I  i:ope  you  v/il: 


tV>r  b^^liirve  rne,  M  i-Jinn,  1  sh:iH  do  neither.  I  should 
fiertmvAy  betrr-y  great  wYij-t  of  sense,  and  little  know* 
I^etlge  of  your  iTierll,  it  i  were  indiiieci  to  leave  the 
world  while  you  were  in  it.  To  deal  sincerely  wiih 
yon,  MadaTTj,  I  choose  the  infinite  happiness  of  beings 
"^ith  you  before  the  glory  of  dying  for  you  ;  besides,, 
I  entertain  such  a  good  opinion  of  your  sense,  as  to- 
Relieve  yon  prefer  a  living  lover  to  a  dead  one;  the 
lips  that  are  warm,  and  ready  to  imprint  a  thousand^ 
%weeX  kisses,  to  those  that  are  cold  and  closed  for  ever  !' 
the  limbs?  which  are  aninuiled  with  motion,  to  those 
thrnl  are  lifeless  and  i^ood  for  nothing ;  but,  Madam,  \i 
I  nnist  die,  pray  kill  me  with  your  kindness,  not  with 
yirar  cruelty  ;  1  had  much  rather  expire  upon  your 
hminn  than  at  your  feet  :  should  yon  be  tenderly  in- 
clisied  to  give  me  a  death  of  this  .<ort,  I  am  ready  to 
Teceive  it  immediately,  on  any  ground  in  the  three 
kini^doms ;  appoint  bui  your  place  and  time,  and  I 
"'mlW  not  fail  to  meet  my  fair  murderer.    Yours  for  ever^ 

J.  Fox. 

LETTER  XL 
Ztdter  from  a  Maid' Servant  in  Town,  lo  her  Father  and 
Mother  in  the  Country, 
IIeak  Father  and  Mother, 
AS  I  am  sensible  it  is  neither  my  duty  nor  interest  to- 
conceal  any  thing-  from  you,  I  must  acquaint  you,  that 
I  am  addressed,  in  order  to  change  my  condition,  by 
one  Mr.  Jones,  a  printer,  Vv  ho  lives  in  a  neighbourhood 
hy  US.  He  is  a  young  man,  of  a  sober  character,  and 
h:^?.  h'.  en  set  up  about  two  years,  has  good  business  for 
fais  ihne,  and  is  spoken  of  and  beloved  by  every  one. 
\ly  friends  here  think  well  of  it,  particularly  my  master 
?aid  mistress  ;  and  he  says  he  doubts  not,  by  God's 
^dessing  on  his  industry,  to  maintain  a  family  very 
|>r^ttily.  I  have  fairly  told  him,  how  little  he  has  to 
expect  from  me.  However,  I  would  not  conclude  on 
:»ny  thing  till  I  «<  (uiainted  you  with  his  proposals, 
und  asked  ^  and  consent;  for  I  am,  and 

%ver  eliaU  ix-  "^ur  dutiful  daughter- 

M,  Faith. 


'^Ci:>i  i  i  Ma  i  lUMONY, 
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LETTER  XII. 

!  /.;'//.•/'  f)(i:n  her  Parenta  in  Answer  io  the  preceding-^  • 

IDj  aK  BfclTSY, 

C)UU  (iiUitiil  letter  lias  come  safe  to  our  handsv  We 
\y  pray  to  God  to  bless  and  direct  you  in  all  your 
gagemeiits.  Our  distance  from  you  must  make  us 
ive  every  thing  to  your  own  discretion  ;  and  as  you 
?  so  well  satisfied  with  Mr.  Jones's  character,  as  well 
all  friends,  and  your  master  and  mistress,  we  give 
u  our  blessing  and  consent  with  all  our  hearts;  we 
.?  only  >orry  we  can  do  no  more  for  you.  Let  u?i 
t>vv  M'liun  it  is  done,  and  we  will  assist,  as  far  a.^ 
r  aiv  able,  towaids  house-keeping.  Our  respects  ta 
I*.  Joiies.  Every  body  joins  with  us  in  wishes  for 
ur  iiappiness ;  and  th.at  God  may  bless  you,  is  all 
It  can  be  said  by  your  affectionate  father  and  mother^ 

H.  &  F. 

LE  ITER  XIH. 
An  mnorous  letter  from  a  Lover  to  his  Mistress. 
you  find  no  more  rest  from  your  thoughts  in  bed 
m  I  do,  I  could  wish  you,  Madam,  to  be  aUvnys 
Te,  for  there  I  am  most  in  love.  I  went  to  the  play 
s  evening,  and  the  music  raised  my  soul  to  such  a 
ch  of  passion,  that  I  was  almost  mad  with  melan- 
>]y.  I  flew  thence  co  Spring-Gardens,  where  with 
•ious  eyes,  I  saw  every  man  pick  up  his  mate,  whilst 
lone  walked  like  solitary  Adam  before  the  creation 
his  Eve;  but  the  place  was  no  paradise  to  me;, 
liing  I  found  entertaining  but  the  nightingale, 
ich,  methought.  in  sweet  notes,  like  your  own,  pro- 
meed   the  name  of  .  iy   Penelope; — as  tlie  fool 

iketli,  the  bell  clink:  t').  From  hence  I  retired 

the  tavern,  where  methought  the  shining  glass^ 
resented  your  fair  person  ;  and  the  sparkling  Vv  ine 
hin  it  looked  like  your  lively  wit  and  spirit  ;  I 
.'t  my  dear  Mistress  in  every  thing;  and  I  propose 
sently  to  see  I:er  in  a  lively  dream ;  since  the  last 
^g  I  do  is  to  kiss  her  dear  letter,  clasp  her  charmin;^ 
'  ill  my  arms,  and  so  fill  fast  asleep. 
My  morning  songs,  my  evening  prayers. 
My  daily  mi:^ings,  niglitly  cares.  Anlcu. 
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LETTER  XiV, 
IjClter  of  Advice  to  a  Dah-rrhter  in  the  Connirij^  again.tit 
receiving  the  Address  of  a  Snhaltern. 
Dear  Nancy, 
WITH  the  deepest  sorrow  I  hear  of  your  encouraging^ 
the  address  of  a  soldier,  whether  sergeant  or  corporal} 
I  know  not,  who  happens  to  quarter  next  door  to  yourf 
uncle.    What,  my  dear  child,  can  you  propose  by  such' 
a  match?  Is  his  pay  sufficient  to  maintain  himself?  li 
it  is,  will  it  be  sufficient  for  the  support  of  a  family  ? 
Consider,  there  will  be  no  opportunity  for  you  to  in- 
crease his  poor  income,  but  by  such  means  as  will  be 
very  grating  for  you  to  submit  to*    Be  cautious  oi 
pushing  yourself  into  ruin ;  and  as  I  am  not  able  tc 
maintain  you  and  a  young  family,  do  not  throw  your- 
self  upon  the  uncertain  charity  of  well-disposed  people 
v/ho  are  already  vastly  encumbered  by  the  miserable 
I  hope  you  will  not  thus  rashly  increase  the  iinhappj 
number  of  such,  but  will  give  due  attention  to  what 
Iiave  said  ;  for  I  can  have  no  view  but  that  of  discharg 
ing  the  duty  of 

A  loving  and  affectionate  mother. 

Ann  Capps 

LETTER  XV. 
Trom  a  young  Tradesman  to  a  Gentlenuui,  desiring  Pef 
rnis^^  io  visit  his  Davghter. 

Sir, 

I  FLATTER  myself  that  the  integrity  of  my  intentio  ^ 
will  excuse  the  freedom  of  these  lines,  whereby  I 
to  acquaint  you  of  the  great  regard  and  esteem  I  ha 
for  your  daughter.  I  would  not.  Sir,  attempt  an 
indirect  address,  that  should  have  the  least  appearand 
of  inconsistency  w  ith  her  duty  to  you,  and  my  honou 
able  views  to  her,  choosing,  hy  yonr  influence,  if  I  mi 
approve  myself  to  you  w-orthy  of  that  honour,  to  cor 
mend  myself  to  her  approbation.  You  are  sensibi 
Sir,  by  the  credit  I  have  hitherto  preserved  in  tl 
world,  of  my  ability,  by  God's  blessing,  to  make  h 
liappy.  This  the  rather  emboldens  nie  to  request  l. 
favour  of  an  evening's  conversation  with  yon,  .it  yo! 
first  convenience ;  when  i  will  more  fully  explain  m  ^^^^ 
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leU',  as  I  earnestly  hope,  lo  your  satisfaction,  aiul  taki* 
my  encouragement  or  discouragenient  from  your  own 
mouth.  I  am,  Sir,  in  the  mean  thne,  ^vith  ^rev.z 
;respect  and  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  stM  vai.t, 

Luxi:  Poor. 

LETTER  XVI. 

Frcm  the  same  to  the  young  Lady,  hy  Permission  of  the 
Father. 

Miss, 

[  HOPE  I  shall  stand  excused  in  venturing  to  make 
cnown  to  your  honoured  father,  the  great  desire  i 
lave  to  be  thoisght  worthy  of  a  relation  to  him  by 
rour  means.  As  he  has  not  discouraged  me  in  the 
lopcs  I  liave  ardently  entertained,  that  I  may  possibly 
>e  not  unacceptable  to  him,  and  to  all  your  worthy 
amily,  I  propose  to  do  myself  the  honour  of  a  visit  tc 
^ou  next  Monday.  Though  he  has  been  so  good  as  to 
)rouiise  to  introduce  me,  and  I  make  no  doubt,  hi\> 
cquainted  you  with  it,  I  nevertheless  give  you  ih^ 
rouble  of  these  lines,  that  I  m.ight  not  appear  waiitinn 
n  any  outward  demonstration  of  that  inviolable  respect 
?ith  which  I  am,  dear  Miss, 

Your  most  devoted  humble  servant, 

Luke  Foot. 

LETTER  XVIL 
A  ludicrous  passionate  letter  to  a  Lady, 
VfH'  should  I  write  to  my  dearest  Phillis,  when  I 
nly  trouble  her  with  reading  what  she  won't  believe? 
have  told  my  passion  ;  my  eyes  have  spoken  it,  my 
ingue  pronounced  it,  and  my  pen  declared  it ; — I  have 
ghcd  it,  sworn  it,  and  subscribed  it ; — now  my  iieart 
full  of  you,  my  head  raves  of  you,  and  my  hand 
rites  to  you,  but  all  in  vain.    If  you  tliink  me  a  dis- 
-•mbler,  use  me  grnero.usly  like  a  villain,  and  discard 
le  for  ever  ;  but  if  you  would  be  so  just  to  my  passion 
\  to  believe  it  sincere,  tell  me  so,  an(l  make  me  happy  ; 
-it  is  l)ut  justice,  Madam,  to  do  one  or  the  otiier. 
'  Your  indisposition  last  night,  when  I  left  you,  put 
'  e  into  such  a  disorder,  that,  not  finding  a  coach,  I 
t  iMed  my  way,  uwO  lu^ver  minded  whithtr  I  strayed. 
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till  I  (nui.d  ijiysclf  close  to  Execution  Duck.  From 
the  tlioiights  of  haijging,  I  naturally  entered  u\Mm 
llvose  of  matrimony.  I  considered  how  many,  nave 
taken  a  swing,  to  avoid  some  inward  disquiet,  whence 
I  considered  whether  I  should  send  for  the  Ordinary 
of  Newgate  or  the  Parson  of  St.  Anne's ;  but,  consider- 
isig  myself  better  prepared  for  dying  in  a  fair  lady's 
arms  than  on  a  three-legged  tree,  I  was  most  pnclined 
to  try  the  nuptial  priest.  Should  I  die  in  your  arms, 
1  shall  be  sure  of  Christian  burial ;  but  all  my  prayers 
are  now  only  for  your  revival,  in  which  centres  the 
best  happiness  of  your  anxious  admirer,         J.  Fay. 

LETTER  XVIIL 
From  a  Sister  lo  her  Brother,  advising  him  how  to  appre- 
ciate specious  Qiialijlcations, 
Dear  Brother, 
YOUR  interest  is  more  the  object  of  my  thoughts  than 
you  perhaps  imagine.  Tho'  you  are  younger  than  I, 
yet  my  duty  requires  my  care  for  your  good,  and  par- 
ticularly in  a  point  that  may  be  so  material  to  your 
whole  life,  as  is  that  of  love.  Miss  Cox  is  amiable  on 
many  accounts ;  her  features  are  regular,  her  wit 
sprightly,  her  deportment  genteel,  and  her  voice,  I 
had  almost  said,  ravishing.  Yet  I  greatly  fear,  with 
all  these  endowments,  she  will  not  make  the  wife  ycu 
ought  to  v/ish  for.  ^Her  airy  flights  and  oay  behaviour 
are  pleasing  as  a  partner  in  conversation  ;  but  will 
they  be  equally  agreeable  in  a  partner  for  life  ?  Wiiat 
now  charms  you,  charms  all  others.  Though  she  is 
delightful  in  company,  are  you  satisfied  she  will  be  as 
agreeable  when  alone  with  you,  or  when  she  has  not 
an  opportunity  of  showing  away  in  company,  what 
you,  perhaps,  may  not  approve  }  She  now  ^ees  nobody 
but  whom  she  chooses  to  see;  if  she  should  be  a  wife, 
it  is  more  than  probable  she  may  dislike  restraints ; 
and  can  you  approve  of  a  diffuse  conversation  in  one 
you  desire  to  yourself.'*  It  is  obvious  a  wonum,  v.  luise 
talents  lie  principally  in  conversation,  crjii  never,  for 
that  reason  only,  justify  a  young  gentlem.m  for  choosii^g' 
\\t>i^  f-M-  -1  wife.    Shut  not  vour  ears  to  rc\;.S';)n,  foi';^et 
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not  yourself,  and  be  sure  to  remember  that  the  pleasures 
of  an  hour  or  two,  and  of  tweRty^  thirty,  or  forty  years, 
or  a  Vv'hole  Vite,  must  arise  from  very  different  sources. 

I  am.  dear  brother,  - 
Yours  most  affectionately, 

Mary  Watson. 

LETTER  XIX. 
From  a  Lover  on  (he  subject  of  his  Passion 

IF  it  be  a  crime  in  me  to  love,  it  is  your  fair  self  that 
the  occasion  of  it  :  and  if  it  be  a  criifie  in  me  to  tell 
you  I  do,  it  is  myself  only  that's  faulty»    1  vcop.fe^s,  it 
V  IS  in  my  power  to  have  forborne  v/riting,  hut  I  am 
i^^fied  I  could  never  have  seen  you,  but  the  language 
.  jny  looks  would  have  disclosed  the  secret ;  and  to 
"what  purpose  is  it  to  pretend  to  conceal  a  flame'  thai 
xvdl  discover  itself  by  its  own  light  ?  In  my  min'J 
there's  more  confession  in  disordered  action,  frequent 
sighs,  or  a  complaining  countenance,  than  in  all  the 
artful  expressions  the  tongue  can  utter.    I  have  been 
struggling  with  myself  three  months  to  discover  a 
thing  which  I  now  must  do  in  three  words,  and  that 
is,  tliat  I  adore  you  ;  and  I  am  sure,  if  you'll  be  just 
to  yourself,  you  cannot  be  so  unjust  to  me,  as  to  ques- 
tion the  tru|:h  and  reality  of  this  discovery,  for  it  is 
impossible  for  you  to  be  ignorant  of  the  charms  you 
possess ;  nobody  can  be  rich,  and  yet  unacquainted 
with  tlieir  stores.     And  therefore  since  it  is  certain 
'o.i  have  every  thing  wonderfu'ly  en -raging,  you  nmst 
not  take  it  ill  that  my  taste  is  as  curious  as  another's: 
sh(>uld  do  an  injury  to  my  own  judgment  if  it  were 
not  ^  I  am  not,  Madam,  so  vain  as  to  beli(?ve,  that  any 
thing  I  can  act  or  utter  should  ever  persuade  you  to 
retain  the  least  kind  regard  in  recompense  i\)Y  the  pain 
Miffer;  I  only  i)eg  leave  and  liberty  to  complain ;  they 
hat  are  hurt  in  service  are  permitted  to  show  their 
vourjds ;  and  the  more  gallant  the  conqueror,  the  more 
•onerous  is  his  compassion  ^1  ventured  last  night  to 
liter  out  my  n)i-f»>r*;inie  ;  i.  •vv;is  almost  dark,  and  I 
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(cruel  and  charming  as  you  are)  must  needs  take 
notice  of  my  disorder ;  your  sentences  were  short  and 
reproving,  your  answers  hold  :  and  your  manner  (con- 
trary to  your  usual  sweetness)  was  severe  ancJ  forbid- 
ding; yet,  in  spite  of  all  the  awe  and  chilly  aspect  you 
put  on,. you  must  always  appear  more  adorable  to  * 
Madam,  your  most  lost. 

And  unfortunate  humble  servant,  I.,  S. 

LETTER  XX. 
JFVom  a  Lox>€f%  achwndedging  the  receipt  of  a  letter  fr<m 
his  Mistress. 

Dear  Sylvia, 
TO  express  the  grateful  sense  of  the  obligation  I  have 
to  you,  cannot  be  effectually  done,  unless  I  had  your 
pen.    Observe  my  style,  and  you  will  have  iiq  reason 
to  conclude  I  have  not  received  your  ingenious  letter 
of  yesterday,  which  should  have  been  a  precedent  to 
me,  and  a  rule  to  write  by.    I  assure  you  I  am  as  well 
Satisfied  of  the  reality  of  the  contents  of  it,  as  I  am  of 
its  ingenuity.    Your  sense  is  clear,  like  your  actions  ; 
and  that  spirit  that  glows  in  your  eyes,  shines  in  yo;:r 
lines.    I  may  venture  to  say  that  writing  is  not  the 
least  of  your  excellencies,  and  if  any  thing  could 
persuade  me  to  stay  longer  than  Friday  and  Saturday 
here,  it  would  be  in  expectation  of  a  second  XeiWx'  from 
you.    It  is  my  greatest  pleasure  to  hear  you  are  well,  ; 
and  to  have  the  happiness  of  possessing  In  thought,  1 
what  is  denied  to  my  eyes;  desiring  the  continuance  i 
of  them  for  no  other  end  than  to  gaze  upon  my  dear] 
conqueress,  who,  after  a  most  engaging  manner,  has 
the  way  of  kindly  killing 

Her  humble  and  eternally  obliged  servant,  M.  S.j 

LETTER  XXI. 

A  Letter  of  Apology y  in  which  the  Lover  accuses  hhnselj 

of  unkindness,  m 
MY  dearest  life,  I  hope,  will  excuse  this  impertnienceM 
though  I  received  her  commands  not  to  write  ;  hnm 
when  I  tell  her,  that  the  tumult  oP  my  mind  was  s<f 
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iope  she  will  continue  her  usual  goodness  of  forgiving: 
one  that  cannot  forgive  hirfiself:  When  I  think  of  my 
own  nnwortliiness,  1  rave.  I  Imve  been  treated  by  the 
dearest  and  best  of  creatures  with  all  the  honour  and 
sincerity  imaginable,  and  my  return  has  been  brutality 
and  ill-manners.  It  is  you  alone,  Madam,  that  have 
sweet  engaging  ways  peculiar  to  yourself;  you  are 
indeed  easy  without  levity,  courteous  and  aifable 
without  flattery  ;  you  have  wit  without  ill-nature,  and 
charms  witliout  being  vain.  I  cannot  think  of  all  your 
heavenly  qualifications,  without  upbraiding  myself  for 
making  such  barbarous  and  unjust  returns,  I  cannot 
think  of  what  I  have  done,  without  a  self-abhorrence; 
1  In  'tl)  and  detest  myself,  and  must  needs  own,  I  ought 
not  to  siibjcribe  myself  by  any  other  title  than, 

Madam,  Your  ungrateful,    T,  B. 

LETTER  XXII. 
impassioned  Corifession  of  Love, 
IF  distraction  be  an  argument  of  love,  I  need  no  other 
[to  convince  you  of  my  passion.    All  my  past  actions 
hiwii  discovered  it,  since  I  had  the  honour  to  know 
von  ;  though  not  any  so  sensibly  as  my  behaviour  on 
Sunday  night.    My  reflection  on  it  gives  me  more  pain 
h;jn  I  can  express,  or  you  imagine,  though  in  my 
1  jnind  those  action^  may  be  forgiven  that  proceed  from 
i^l  xc  'ss  of  love.    My  letter  will  discover  the  loss  of  my 
(.clt'i  scs,  which  I  presume  to  write  to  one  of  so  much 
^oJttdi^mcnt  as  yourself ;  but  you,  my  dearest  creature, 
i^jjlnist  look  upon  the  infirmities  and  distress  of  a  love- 
jick  wretch  with  the  same  candour  and  mildness  that 
Jleaven  does  upon  you ;  and  let  all  my  faults  be  for- 
iven  by  your  tender  heart,  which  is  designed  for 
Jothing  but  com])assion,  and  all  the  gentle  actions  of 
"il)ftest  love.     Whilst  I  am  preaching  up  pity,  I  must 
member  to  practise  it  myself,  and  not  to  persecute 
Hi'^l>u  with  more  words,  than  to  tell  you  that  I  love  you 
(Jeatli  ;  and  wlien  I  cease  to  do  it,  u\:\y  Heaven 
J^tly  punish  niy  broken  vows.    ]3nt,  as  tlie  tn;eate&t 
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LETTER  XXIIL 
From  a  Daughter  io  a  Father,  wherein  she  dutifully 
;    expostulates  agc^^st  d  match  pj^oposed  io  her-mih  a 

Gentleman  much  older  than  herself. 

Dear  Sir, 

NOTWITHSTANDING    your    injunctions  should 
prove  diametricaliy  opposite  to  my  own  secret  inclina- 
tions, yet  I  am  not  insensible  that  the  duty  which  I 
owe  you  binds  me  to  comply  with  them.    Besides,  I 
should  be  very  ungrateful  should  I  presume,  in  any 
point  whatever,  considering  your  numberless  acts  of 
parental  indulgence  towards  me,  tj  contest  your  will 
and  pleasure.     Though  the  consequence,  therefore, 
should  prove  ever  so  fatal,  1  am  determined  to  be  all 
obedience,  in  case  what  I  have  to  offer  in  my  defence 
should  have  no  influence  over  you,,  or  be  thought  a  , 
sufficient  plea  for  my  aversion  to  a  match,  which,  un- 
happily for  me,  yoxx  seem  to  approve  of.    It  is  very 
possible,  Sir,  the  gentleman  you  recommend  to  my 
choice,  may  be  possessed  of  all  that  substance,  and  all 
those  ""ood  qualities,  that  bias  you  strongly  in  hisi 
favour;  but  be  not  angry,  dear  Sir,  when  [  remind 
you,  that  there  is  a  vast  disproportion  in  our  years.- 
A  lady  of  more  experience,  and  of  a  more  advanced  age^ 
would  in  my  humble  opinion  be  a  much  fitter  help  mate 
for  him.    To  be  ingenuouS;  (permit  me,  good  Sir,  to 
speak  the  sentiments  of  my  heart  without  reserve  for 
once),  a  man,  almost  in  his  grand  climacteric,  cau 
never  be  an  agreeable  companion  for  me ;  nor  can  tfiei  , 
natural  gaiety  of  my  temper,  \;  hich  has  hitherto  beenj 
indulged  by  yourself  in  every  innocent  amusement,  be 
over-agrseable  to  him.    Though  his  fondness  at  first 
may  connive  at  the  freedoms  I  shall  be  apt  to  tak^. 
yet,  as  soon  as  the  edge  of  his  appetite  shall  be  abated, 
he  will  grow  jealous,  and  for  ever  torment  me  v/ithoiV 
a  cause.    J  shall  be  debarred  of  every  diversion  suitj 
able  to  my  years,  though  ever  so  harmless  and  in 
offensive ;  permitted  to  see  no  company  ;  hurried  dowjj 
perhaps  to  a  melancholy  rural  recess ;  and  tiiere,  liki 
Sny  Lady  Grace  in  the  play,  sit  pensive  and  alou 
M|^^^^|^^rg^^YouMQng-experienced  goodne^  ^/e 
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anil  that  tender  regard  wiiich  ydii  have  alwayi  expresju 
p  ei\  for  my  ease  and  satisfaction,  encourage  me  thus 
J  ireely  to  expostulate  with  you  on  an  affair  of  so  great 
an  importance.    If,  however,  after  all,  you  shall  judi^e 
>  the  inequality  of  our  age  an  insufljcient  plea  in  my 
tavour,  and  that  want  of  affection  for  a  husband  is  but 
-  a  trifle,  where  there  is  a  large  fortune  and  a  coach  and 
..SIX  to  throw  into  the  sc?iie ;  if,  in  short,  you  shall  lay 
your  peremptory  commands  upon  me  to  resign  up  my 
real  happiness  and  peace  of  mind  for  the  vanity  of 
.  living  in  pomp  and  grandeur,  1  am  ready  to  submit  ta 
your  superior  judgment.    Give  me  leave,  however,  ta 
observe,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  ever  to  love  the 
I  man  into  whose  arms  I  am  to  be  throvv'n  ;  and  that  my 
compliance  with  so  detested  a  proposition,  is  nothing 
more  than  the  result  of  most  inviolable  duty  to  a  father^ 
who  never  made  the  least  attempt  before  to  thwart  the 
inclinations  of  his  ever  obedient  Daughter, 

Sarah  Prudence. 

LETTER  XXIV. 
'yFrorn  BcJvidera  to  Polydore  acquainting  him  thai  she  is 
going  into  ike  Country. 

Mv  PoLVDOHE, 

TO-MORROW  I  set  out  for  the  country,  and  with 
.  regret,  I  assure  you,  but  that  of  leaving  you.  The 
person  I  am  going  to  will  be  no  consolation  to  me ; 
and  therefore  if  I  receive  any  satisfaction  in  my  journey, 

it  wiil  be  entirely  owing  to  your  fidelity.  Adieu; 

think  of  me,  or  for  ever  forget  wliat  I  have  promised. 

Belvidera. 

LET  FER  XXV. 

I-'raiu  Pi)lijd()r(',  to  Belvidcra,  on  being  informed  she  nas 
so  ill  as  to  be  ailanded  bij  a  Phjsician. 

/    Mv  DKMIEST  DEAREST  BeLVIDERA  ! 

■CONSiDI'^R  the  excess  of  ni}^  passion,  and  you  will 
l)f  able  to  guess  how  much  I  was  shocked  on  being 
I  '  .  med  of  your  illness.  I  am  anxiously  impatient  to 
i  ♦w  wha^  effect  the  doctor's  medicines  have  liad  upon 
iiiy  dear  patient.  Heaven  grant  he  may  restore  you 
«p«ediiy  !    I  wish  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  physician 
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to  give  you  a  medicine  that  would  convey  you  into  iny 
^rms  as  often  as  I  wish  it ;  and  yet  my  affection  is  of 
so  pure  a  nature,  that  I  could  patiently  endure  even 
the  pain  of  your  absence,  if  I  thought  the  country  i 
v/ould  be  of  service  to  you ;  but  1  am  inclinable  to  j 
think  the  town  would  agree  with  you  as  well  in  this 
inclement  season  ;  but  of  this  you  are  better  able  to  : 
judge  ;  but  give  me  leave  to  make  one  request,  which 
is,  that  you  will  take  care  of  yourself,  for  the  sake  of 
one  whose  happiness  is  centred  in  you  alone.     I  am. 
My  dearest  Belvidera,  ever  thine,  &c.  M.  P. 

LETTER  XXVI. 
A  brief  Letter  of  Love, 

Madam, 

GENERAL  Report  speaks  so  favourably  of  the  excel* 
lence  of  your  head  and  heart,  that  mine  feel  themselves 
deeply  interested  in  your  favour.  Your  beauty  might 
entitle  you  to  a  better  offer  than  mine,  but  I  trust  you 
have  a  bosom  not  insensible  to  the  tender  passion,  nor 
yet  the  slave  of  it.  Where  so  many  have  sighed,  it  is 
perhaps  presumptuous  in  me  to  hope,  but  Love,  backed 
by  sincerity,  }/outh,  and  industry,  urge  me  to  subscribe  \ 
myself,  dear  Lady,  your  faithful  Suitor,     T.  Peake  h 

LETTER  XXVIL 
From  a  Lover  to  a  Young  Lady,  expressing  his  u?ieasi?iesi 
at  being  obliged  to  behave  to  her  with  indifference. 
Deauest  Belvidera^  I  ^ 

1  HURRIED  away  from  you,  in  order  to  be  more  witf 
you  than  I  could  be  where  I  then  was;  for  your  unci 
oljserved  me  in  such  a  particular  manner,  that  I  durs 
ViOt  so  much  as  look  at  you  ;  nay,  as  he  has  ^^reat  dis! 
eernmeiit,  I  was  afraid  that  every  look  would  hetraj 
me  ;  for  to  be  with  you,  and  not  to  gaze  on  you,  is  s 
mucr-  an  impossibility^  that  a  contrary  behaviour  vaigh 
well  be  suspected  of  design.     Consider  how  much 
person  must  endure,  who,  beino-  almost  f;iraished  wit 
thirst,  heliolds  a  clear  delicious  stream,  but  dares  xh 
ton:  h  it;  and  you  will  be  able  to  form  some  idea , 
tlie  t'ortures  1  was  in  this  afternoon,  when  I  was  obligA  1 
.lQ_Ji£lxav,q  _with  indifference  to  my  dearest  Belvidem 
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liey  -ay  it  is  a  great  addition  to  the  torments  of  Hel], 
at  the  inhabitants  there  are  able  to  behold  tlie  feii- 
ities  of  Hf^aven,  and  cannot  enjoy  them  ;  and  that  was 
ist  my  case  to-day ;  far  my  clearest  Belvidera  is  my 
iven  of  heav^is  on  earth.  However,  though  1  am 
)sent  from  you,  I  have  at  least  no  witness  of  my 
ussioiij  and  the  pleasure  of  telling  it  is  to  you  only* 
low  happy  should  I  be,  could  I  convince  yon  of  its 
al  violence,  and  that  you  are  certainly  the  most  unjust 
erson  in  the  whole  world,  if  its  sincerity  goes  un- 
warded.  Poly  no  re. 

LETTER  XXVIIL 
Belvidera  s  Answer, 

Mv  DEAREST  PoLYDORE, 

AM  so  well  convinced  of  your  sincerity,  that  my 
om  shall  be  no  longei*  a  stranger  to  you  ;  know 
en  that  you  are  the  physician  of  my  soul,  and  it  is 
your  power  alone  to  cure  all  the  maladies  of 

Belvidera. 

LETTER  XXIX. 

Pol ij (lore  to  Belvidera. 

Mv  OEAREf-T  DEAREST  BeLVIDERA  ! 

t  i  A  V£  provided  a  license  and  a  ring,  to  wln'ch  if  you 
ve  any  objection,  I  beg  you  will  let  me  know  it  by 
e  return  of  post;  but,  if  you  approve  of  my  proceeding, 
ur  silence  will  be  a  sufficient  testimony  ;  and  I  shall 
nicdiately  repair  to  my  c]c;n*est  Belvidera,  to  take 
^session  of  my  only  treasure.    I  am  thy  anxious 

POLVDORE. 

Belvidera  not  answering  this  letter,  he  went,  as  he 
)}).'-'•  ]  \r,  crl.  ]),'ate  the  nuptials;  and  they  are  now 
trt  1  the  possession  of  each  other. 

LET  TER  XXX. 

Miss  Applet  on  to  Mr.  Inglcdew, 
Oe\r  Sir, 

CUSE  my  blushes,  while  I  frankly  acknowledge 
consciousness,  that  falling  out  (jf  lovers  sometiniea 
>vcs  a  confirmation  of  love  ;  and  that  wherever  the 
irt  is  first  sincerely  fixed,  tiiere  will  its  treasure  be 
1-ro.n  the  uniuckv  mamiuii^i£^mi.^imkai^ 


X'ariation  \n  opinion  upcr,  a  very  trifling  subject^  I  v^^inl' 
"Seiideavoured  to  forget  our  intimacy,  by  frequentinj 
Jprtblic  entertainments,  and  renewing  family  visits,  bi 
Ingledew  was  still  ever  present  in  my  mind!  for,  Oh 
iiow  vast  a  memory  has  love  !  My  relations,  howeve 
took  the  advantage  of.  my  seem.ing  indifference  towarc 
yoi!,  and  recommenced  their  solicitations  on  behalf 
iich  Mr.  Peppercorn,  ^vho  was  again  invited  to  renew  li 
«-Ourtship ;  and  by  complicated  promises,  and  insinq 
lions,  they  have  gained  so  far  upon  my  consent,  that  t 
gentleman  is  preparing  for  matrimony  next  Thursdi 

Now,  my  dear  Ingledew,  if  you  can  really  forget  al 
forgive  the  unkind  interruption  of  cur  affectionate 
tercourse,  and  still  love  me  as  I  love  you,  fly  imn 
diately  to  relieve  me  from  the  terrible  apprehensiJ 
of  being  forced  to  bestov^  my  hand  on  one,  with  wlJ 
my  heart  can  never  dwelL    No  hesitation,  I  bese 
yon,  but  indulge  me  with  a  favourable  answ^er. 

Annabella  Appletc 
LETTER  XXXI. 
Mr.  Inglederv  to  Miss  Appleton. 

My  dearest  Beloved, 
YOUR  letter  (sweet  harbinger  of  good  news !)  I| 
ceived,  and  perused  v/ith  ineffable  sensations.  Af 
with  all  vexations  ;  all  grievances ;  repeat  them  f 
Let  us  live,  and  let  us  love  !  My  servant  and  cll 
shall  be  waiting  sJt  the  Bridge-Gate,  to-morrow^  nf 
ing,  by  two  o'clock.    Before  that  hour,  I  shall 
your  drawing-room  window.    Be  you  ready  at  m} 
and  let  us  instantly  fly  to  Gretna-Green  ;  where! 
men's  solemn  obligation  shall  effectually  defeat  all 
opponents,  ^We  will  return  among  our  frienda 
relations.,  convincing  them  in  future,  that  none 
happier  than  we,  enjoying  in  the  utmost  perfectii 
that  felicitous  intercourse  best  known  to  w^edvled  ? 

Just  whisper  to  the  bearer.  Yes  1  that  shall 
ruling  watch-word  for  your  husband  1  for  your 
so  let  me  now  distinguish  your  constant 

iNGLEf 


